HOW THE  FEUDAL  SYSTEM  DEVELOPED

their being man and wife. Robert persisted, and his kingdom was placed
under interdict. In 1001 anathema triumphed over love. Robert left
Bertha but, in ion, unable to live without the woman he loved, he
journeyed to Rome to beseech die Pope. But the Pontiff would not be
swayed and Robert yielded. The story is interesting because it proves the
weakness of die first Capettan kings who, tolerated rather than respected
by the barons who only yesterday had been their equals, could retain
power only through the support of the Church.